12/22/23,5:51 AM

&

AS

Eric Oberstein scores his fourth Grammy | Raleigh News & Observer

Dl RB

SUBSCRIBER EDITION

&

HOMEPAGE

On the Beat

Eric Oberstein scores his fourth Grammy

BY DAVID MENCONI
DMENCONI@NEWSOBSERVER.COM

UPDATED NOVEMBER 18, 2016 9:10 PM

https://www.newsobserver.com/article115630323 html

1/5


https://www.audible.com/adblbestsellers?source_code=AZAALC715101223003Z&ref=o_disp_590138262749075672_580987677015916502&tag=disadvus-20
https://www.newsobserver.com/
https://www.newsobserver.com/entertainment/music-news-reviews/on-the-beat-blog/
https://www.newsobserver.com/entertainment/music-news-reviews/on-the-beat-blog/
mailto:dmenconi@newsobserver.com
https://www.newsobserver.com/
https://www.newsobserver.com/news/local/#navlink=navbar
https://www.newsobserver.com/news/business/#navlink=navbar
https://liveedition.newsobserver.com/
https://www.newsobserver.com/news/politics-government/#navlink=navbar
https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/#navlink=navbar
https://www.newsobserver.com/living/#navlink=navbar
https://jobs.newsobserver.com/
https://www.newsobserver.com/money/#navlink=navbar
https://www.legacy.com/us/obituaries/newsobserver/browse
https://www.newsobserver.com/shopping/#navlink=navbar
https://www.newsobserver.com/
https://www.newsobserver.com/
https://www.heraldsun.com/
https://www.heraldsun.com/
https://www.newsobserver.com/detour
https://www.newsobserver.com/detour
http://votedraleighsbest.com/
http://votedraleighsbest.com/

12/22/23,5:51 AM Eric Oberstein scores his fourth Grammy | Raleigh News & Observer

Eric Oberstein, on the job at Duke Performances. File photo by Juli Leonard.

Only have a minute? Listen instead 1.0x
@ Powered by Trinity Audio
00:00 01:57

Eric Oberstein’s Grammy hot streak continues with another Latin Grammy Award,

which he won Thursday night.

The Durham resident won in the category of best Latin jazz album for “Cuba: The
Conversation Continues,” which he produced with longtime collaborator Arturo
O’Farrill’s Afro Latin Jazz Orchestra. This is Oberstein’s second Latin Grammy, to go
with two regular Grammys for a total of four overall.

“As a kid, I never had dreams or thoughts of this happening,” said Oberstein, who is
also associate director of Duke Performances. “I didn’t get into this for awards or
money but because I love the music. Latin jazz and Cuban music is my heritage and
my passion. So it’s become my side hustle that I do for fun, and because I believe in
the work. We’ve been on a crazy streak the past two years.”

Conceptualized as a cross-cultural fusion, “Conversation” brought Cuban and
American musicians together to record in Cuba. In fact, Oberstein arrived there on
the day in December 2014 that the Obama administration announced that it was
renewing diplomatic relations with Cuba.

“That just elevated the whole thing,” Oberstein said. “We were in the studio two days
later and the energy in the room was amazing. It was a memorable record and I'm
proud of it.”

TOP VIDEOS

https://www.newsobserver.com/article115630323 .html 2/5


http://www.newsobserver.com/entertainment/music-news-reviews/on-the-beat-blog/article60541766.html
http://www.newsobserver.com/entertainment/music-news-reviews/on-the-beat-blog/article18773898.html
https://trinityaudio.ai/?utm_source=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.newsobserver.com&utm_medium=player%2520lin

12/22/23,5:51 AM Eric Oberstein scores his fourth Grammy | Raleigh News & Observer
AD

This vaccination season, become part
of the Spikevax Partner community.

Learn More

SPIKEVAX (COVID-19 Vaccine, mRNA) is a vaccine to protect you against COVID-19. SPIKEVAX is for people 12 years of age and older. Vaccination with SPIKEVAX may not protect
all people who receive the vaccine.

IMPORTANT SAFETY INFORMATION

‘You should not get SPIKEVAX if you had:

+ asevere allergic reaction after a previous dose of SPIKEVAX, Moderna COVID-19 Vaccine (Original monovalent) or Moderna COVID-19 Vaccine,
Bivalent or had a severe allergic reaction to any ingredient of this vaccine

Tell your vaccination provider about all of your medical conditions, including if you:

Next up, Oberstein is scheduled to produce a big-band album for Cuban drummer
Dafnis Prieto, a 2011 MacArthur Fellow. Oberstein has also been working on an
album with Bombadil, a folk-rock group made up of his fellow Duke alumni.

But you won’t hear his name called when the next round of regular Grammy
nominations are announced on Dec. 6.

“I'm taking a breather this year,” Oberstein said with a laugh. “I'm working on other
projects right now, but we’re in between cycles on all of them.”

David Menconi: 919-829-4759, @NCDavidMenconi

This story was originally published November 18, 2016, 11:17 AM.
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